Monday, March 2, 2026
Greenup, Village Board Meeting

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, March 2, 2026, at 6:36 p.m. in the Council Room of the Greenup Municipal Building following the Public Hearing-Business District No. 1.  Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” to the United States Flag. Roll Call was taken by Deputy Clerk Michelle Fryman, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Thomas Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, Josh Kingery, Paul Marti, Max McCullough, Tony Wright and Trustee Sherry Parker. Village staff present were Chief of Police, Ethan Wicke, Utility Gas Lead, Lance Holsapple and Water/Sewer Utility Lead, Jake Peters. Village Attorney Erik Peck with Tressler LLP was also present.

A motion to approve payments of bills ($369,267.46) and transfer of electric bond funds ($8,000)  was made by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the February 2026 Clerk’s Report was tabled until the April 4th, 2026, meeting.

A motion to approve the February 2026 meeting minutes was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Public Comment 

Mr. Brock McMorris addressed the Board regarding the stray cat population within the Village. Mr. McMorris reports the cats use his yard and driveway as a litter box leaving unsanitary conditions around his home. Mayor Bauguss reports that the Board has looked into the stray cat population and by law, the Village is unable to remedy the solution due to cats being considered free roaming animals. 

Mrs. April Harris addressed the Board with concerns regarding the proposed Business Development District with 1% tax increase. 

Mr. Kurt Nelson addressed the board to report a damaged utility pole located near his residence that needs to be removed or replaced. Mayor Bauguss and Utility Lead, Lance Holsapple report the issue will be observed and fixed. 

Ms. Jody Hardiek, with Effingham Daily News Presented the opportunity for the Village of Greenup to sponsor two ads in “A Day Away” Tourism Guide for 2026/2027 for a total cost of $1,790.00. 

A motion to approve the Village of Greenup sponsoring an ad in “A Day Away” Tourism Guide for 2026 was made by Trustee Blade and, receiving no second, was not considered.


 A motion to approve an Ordinance Designating and Approving the Greenup Business District (BD) No. 1 and Imposing a Retailers’ Occupation tax, a Service Occupation tax, and Hotel Operator’s Tax within Greenup Business District No. 1 was made  by Trustee Blade and, receiving no second, was not considered.  

 A motion to approve the development of a New Business Incentive Program for new businesses in downtown Greenup was made by Trustee Marti, second by Trustee Parker. 
Yeas:  Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  Blade
Absent: None
Motion carried.

 A motion to approve Fair Solar Credit Value (Solar Generation) for the year 2026 to .0717, a recommendation of the Illinois Municipal Utility Association was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Wright. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Barb Healy with Farnsworth Group unable to attend meeting. 

A motion to approve the Farnsworth Sewer Assessment Proposal at a cost of $10,000 was tabled until the April 6, 2026, meeting. 

A motion to approve moving forward with the Farnsworth Group Prairieview Drive Project was tabled until April 6, 2026, meeting. 

A motion to approve the Farnsworth Group Municipal Building Feasibility Study at a cost of $4,500.00 was tabled until April 6, 2026, meeting. 

Trustee Blade gave an overview of the Special Economic Strategy & Growth Committee Meeting held on February 2, 2026, with Kala Lambert of the Office of Regional Economic Development, IDCEO. Many grant opportunities were discussed as well as how the Office of Regional Economic Development, IDCEO may be of assistance to The Village of Greenup. 

Trustee Wright provided overview of Street and Alley Committee Meeting that was held on February 12, 2026. The Committee recommends the Village seek bids for Prairieview Subdivision asphalt or concrete replacement. Once bids are available, this will assist the committee on how to continue with the project. 

Trustee McCullough with an overview of the Parks and Buildings Committee Meeting that was held on February 26, 2026. The Committee met with Barb Healy with the Farnsworth Group to review the master plans and design for the upcoming Municipal Park Project. The Committee recommends one or two committee members attend the upcoming Growing with Greenup meeting to discuss master plans for this project.



Chief of Police, Ethan Wicke addressed the Board with plans to move the Village of Greenup Police Department staff to First Net internet and phone services. 

Gas Utility Lead, Lance Holsapple discussed sale of Vac-Tron Machine and the purchase of replacement. This will be included in the April 6, 2026, agenda. 

A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

This Regular Session of the meeting closed to the public at 7:25 p.m. 

At 8:00 p.m. the Village Board returned to Open Session of the meeting, with Mayor Bauguss informing all that there was no action taken in Executive Session. Roll call was completed by Clerk Michelle Fryman, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Thomas Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, Josh Kingery, Paul Marti, Max McCullough, Tony Wright and Trustee Sherry Parker. 

A motion to approve Resolution 2026-3 Approving Sale of Village Property Located at 205 W. Lincoln, Greenup, was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the removal of Jill Kimble from the Village of Greenup credit card (limit $5,000) account held with First Neighbor Bank and adding Village Clerk, Michelle Fryman was made by Trustee Parker, a second by Trustee Marti. 
Yeas: Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried. 

A motion to approve new internet and phone services for the Village of Greenup was made by Trustee Parker, a second by Trustee Marti. 
Yeas: Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried. 

Village Attorney, Erik Peck reports on active nuisance properties in the Village of Greenup. 

Trustee Wright reports the Utility Department has been working hard to get projects complete. Trustee Wright also offers congratulations to the Cumberland Ball Teams for a job well done. 

Trustee Alene Blade congratulated the Cumberland Scholastic Bowl Team for their recent accomplishments. 

Mayor Bauguss offers congratulations to Natalie Beaumont on winning the State Wrestling Tournament. 


A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.


This Village Board meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Michelle Fryman 
Village Clerk
Greenup, IL
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