


Monday, October 6 2025
Greenup, Village Board Meeting

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, October 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Greenup Municipal Building. Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” to the United States Flag. Roll Call was taken by Clerk Jill Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Thomas Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, Josh Kingery, Paul Marti, Max McCullough, Sherry Parker and Tony Wright. 

A motion to approve payments of bills ($433,956.41) and transfer of funds was made by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

A motion to approve the September 2025 Clerks Report was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

A motion to approve the September 2025 meetings minutes was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

Public Comment – Bonnie Starwalt addressed the board stating that Extreme Clean Power Washing has offered his services to power wash, paint and repair the porches. Starwalt stated that she understands that the Village does not own the porches, but maybe the Village could help cover the cost to have the porches repaired. 
Mayor Bauguss informed Bonnie that the Village will need to contact the Attorney since they do not own the porches.

Public Comment – Dustin and Sarah Ruholl updated the board on the cleanup of the Covered Bridge, stating that Bob & Alene Blade were the only ones there from the Village, they had a good day, there are no trash cans with a request for the Village to contact the county to provide some trash cans, they plan to have another clean up day and the Greenup Fire District will be washing it down. The Ruholls addressed the creation of a Business District in Greenup, they spoke to the board in August, also asking what it going on?? Per Dustin Ruholl a Business District would help with the repair and maintenance of the porches, there is another deadline that comes up in November, and the cost of this Business District can be reimbursed to the Village from the funds received.
The Finance Committee was to meet and have not done so.

Nicholas Helton and Logan Carlson of the Kemper CPA Group was present to report on the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year Audit. Per Carlson the Village received a nice clean audit, the Village has $7 million in reserves to cover cost for 16 months.

A motion to approve the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year Audit was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Deann Bauguss of the Greenup Volunteer Group asked to have the 100 blocks of  E. Illinois and S. Kentucky for Trunk or Treat on Halloween Night (October 31). Deann also requested to have IL RT 121/Cumberland St. closed for a parade during Christmas in the Village on December 13. 2025, the parade will start at the bank and end at the Municipal Building. 
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Clerk Kimble informed the Mayor and Board that no approval was needed at the time for the parade, she will have a Resolution put together for approval in November.

A motion to close 100 blocks of E. Illinois and S. Kentucky St. for Trunk or Treat, October 31, 2025 was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Makenzie Healy (The Farnsworth Group) presented the bids for Water Main Replacement along N. Mill St. Healy stated that B & T Drainage were the only bidders on the project. The base bid was $183,777.00 and there were alternate bids (additions to the project, alley ways from Mill to Kentucky and Kentucky to Delaware St. Alternate 1 - $101,212.00, Alternate 2 - $182,004.00. 
Per Healy she checked to see if the Village had the money to cover the project and they are good.
Discussion was held between Healy and the board regarding approving the total project or beginning working toward repairs/replacement to failing sewer infrastructure. Healy mentioned the applying for an EPA loan for sewer replacement cost once again, a committee meeting will be planned for discussion regarding the failing sewer line.

A motion to approve the N. Mill Water Main Replacement bid for  base bid of $183,777.00 and alternate #1 bid of $101,212.00 ($284,989.00) from B & T Drainage was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Clerk Kimble mentioned that the board voice approved an emergency repair to sewer line that needs approval for payment since the total cost was over $25,000.00.

A motion to approve payment of $46,263.36 to B & T Drainage for sewer line replacement was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Julie Pointer and son Josh were in attendance to request the Village to reconsider their decision to shut down the IL RT 121 Electric Line feed as of October 30th. Per the Pointers they have been in contact with multiple  electricians, but only 1 has shown interest and gave them a quote of $15,000.00 with possible additional cost and Norris would not get back to them until late August.
Norris Electric will cost $23,052.00. 
Electric Lead Jason Reisner stated that the Village has been discussing this issue for several months and their decision was best for the Village. There are several dead trees along the line feed, and the Village received a quote of $18,000.00 to take those trees down, the Village made a decision to discontinue the line feed for cost issues and the fact of only 2 customers being on the line. Winter weather hazards are soon to come that could take down the line a decision needs to be made soon.
Much discussion was had regarding the line, the Electric Committee is going to meet soon, while the Utility Department is going to reach out to Electricians and Norris themselves to help the board reach a decision.

Chief of Police Ethan Wicke presented 2 contracts for the rental of fuel tanks and purchase of fuel stating that they are very much the same with Bolin charging $.05 per gallon on fuel. The Police Department will utilize the Sheriff’s Department to help with fuel reporting and Trustee Parker will be supplying the Utility Department with forms the School uses to keep track of fuel use.
Trustee Blade mentioned that she would like to keep business in the county.
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A motion to lease fuel tank from South Central F/S was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Trustee McCullough reported from the Park & Building Committee Meeting held on September 9, 2025, stating that the committee met with Susie Beaumont and Carly Quinn reference Tree City USA program to enhance the environmental, aesthetic and civic value of the Village through organized tree planting, preservation and public education. The “Greenup Urban Forestry Initiative will pursue Tree City USA designation, secure funding through state and utility grants. First the Village will need to appoint a Tree Commission. The committee recommends appointing members of the Park & Building Committee, Electric Lead Jason Reisner, Susie Beaumont and Carly Quinn.

Per Trustee McCullough a request has been made by the Youth Recreation League to shorten the distance from Home Plate to the outfield fence. Gas Lead Lance Holsapple has been working with the Recreation League in coming up with an alternative to moving the fence. Moving the fence would require equipment the Village does not have, and it would be time consuming, so it has been suggested to purchase portable fencing. A quote for portable fencing has been provided to Trustee McCullough in the amount of $4,982.00.

A motion to appoint “Greenup Tree Commission” for the Greenup Urban Forestry Initiative to pursue Tree City USA designation was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

The Commission is as follows: Trustees Blade, McCullough, Wright, Electric Lead Jason Reisner, Susie Beaumont and Carly Quinn.

A motion to purchase portable fencing from Cover Sports in the amount of $4,982.00 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve A & R Services Inc. to repair ceiling in men’s restroom of the Fire Hall in the amount of $2,509.70.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Trustee Blade presented a Village Mural Proposal: Liberty Tree Mosaic Project, partnering with Mural Mosaic to create a community mural beatifying the Village but also serving a historical celebration spanning generations. The mural will be created using 650 individual tiles that can be designed and contributed by community members, schools and organizations. Location, Community Engagement, Project Scope, Funding Plan, Benefits to the Village, and steps to follow were reviewed and discussed.

A motion to approve proceeding with the Liberty Tree Mosaic Project with final location to be determined through community engagement was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.
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A motion to approve pledge to become an “Illinois American 250 Community” with a commitment to celebrate & commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body), Section 2(c)(1), Public Official, Section 2(c)(3), and Litigation, Section 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

This Regular Session of the meeting closed to the public at 7:15 p.m.

At 7:24 p.m. the Village Board returned to Open Session of the meeting, with Mayor Bauguss informing all that there was no action taken in Executive Session.

A motion to hire Michelle Fryman as Office Clerk at an hourly rate of $23.75 was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve a Resolution Accepting the Resignation of Daniel Finley as Interim Treasurer and appointing Hannah Scales as Treasurer for the Village of Greenup, Cumberland Co., Illinois was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Chief of Police Ethan Wicke provided a quote from Asia Motors Inc. for the purchase of a 2024 Ford Explorer to replace the Dodge Cruiser that is has many mechanical issues that will be costly to the Village.

A motion to purchase a 2024 Ford Explorer in the amount of $39,795.00 from Asia Motors Inc. for the Greenup Police Department was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

There were no reports from the Attorney, Police Chief, Utility Department or Treasurer.

Clerk Kimble reported that Water Surveys have been mailed, and the Village is receiving numerous complaints, customers need to realize the surveys are IL EPA mandatory, the forms need to be filled out. Clerk Kimble also mentioned that Budget Billing renewal letters went out, and Budget Billing amounts raised substantially for many. Customers have been making complaints about the increases, not really understanding that even if they pay their bills on time does not make their bills current. Some customers owe balances, and they need to remember that there were 2 Water Rate increases that were approved after Budget Billing calculations for the 2024-2025 Budget year.
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The Trustees all welcomed Michelle Fryman and Hannah Scales to the Village of Greenup.

Mayor Bauguss congratulated the Michelle and Hannah, then stated that he and the Trustees are now working together, there is no turmoil in the Village.

This Village Board meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Jill Kimble
Village Clerk
Greenup, IL
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